RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
temper of the House of Commons is most easily learned
among the back benches.
Behind him was an education at Winchester where
he belonged to nearly the same vintage as Alan
Herbert, a little later than D. N. Pritt, several years
before Sir Oswald Mosley.   He had as his brother
Law Officer the Attorney-General Sir William Jowitt,
another lawyer of the top flight, handsome, leonine,
courteous and cultured, whom Ramsay MacDonald
had appropriated from the Liberals in 1929. Jowitt
and Cripps together made the most formidable pair
of Law Officers to hold office since the War. Of both
it may have been true that, although the total emolu-
ments of a Law Officer by a strange anomaly exceed
two, three or four times the salary of the normal
Cabinet Minister, some financial sacrifice was neces-
sary when they accepted office.   To-day Cripps is
reputed to be far in advance of any of his fellow silks
as a machine for attracting great fees.
Together they may have been the strongest element
in a weak Government but their outlooks were
vividly contrasted. Jowitt was ever the moderating
and conciliatory influence, Cripps was quickly recog-
nized as a consumer of fire. When the Government's
Trade Union Bill was discussed Jowitt was at pains
to prove that it had no vice and meant no sort of
threat to a peaceful and orderly society. Cripps for
his part welcomed the measure just because it might
be dangerous. He would not be any less zealous for a
measure even though it might make possible a General
Strike. Why did Socialism exist except to completely
destroy (Cripps loves to split his infinitives by way of
concession to the more proletarian among his associ-
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